[Standardized neurologic study in senile dementia of Alzheimer's type].
Seventy five patients affected by senile dementia of the Alzheimer type (mean age 82) have been submitted to a standardized neurological examination of 88 items. Gait abnormalities were present in 57% of the cases. Extrapyramidal symptoms (akinesia or rigidity or tremor) were noticed in 64% of the cases but they were rarely associated with a typical parkinsonian syndrome. Myoclonus was observed in only 4 patients. The gait abnormalities were significantly associated with the presence of rigidity and grasp reflex but not with other primitive reflexes. The only symptoms to be correlated with dementia severity as assessed by the Mini Mental State were rigidity and optokinetic nystagmus abolition. Tremor and amyotrophy of the hands appeared to be negatively correlated to dementia severity.